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MP talks to Sophie Gerber about capitalising on the 
new ‘significant investor’ visa laws as of the 
24th November 
 
NOVEMBER 21, 2012 BY THE MP REPORT  
 
If you are thinking about establishing a new fund but are hesitant about the current economic climate, or 

are looking for a new channel of investors, the Australian government has come to your rescue. The new 

‘significant investor’ visa will commence on 24 November 2012, providing a new pathway for migrants 
who invest more than AUD $5 million in certain Australian investments. MP talks with specialist in 

financial services compliance, consultancy and legal services, Sophie Grace in relation to capitalising on 

the opportunity. 

 

 
 
MP: What are the benefits of the signifiant investor visa to Australian business but more 
specifically Australian property funds? 

SG: By establishing an ASIC regulated managed fund that invests in Australian assets (e,g. property – 

residential or commercial), you will be eligible to attract inflows from those seeking Australian residency 
and are willing to invest more than AUD $5 million.  The further benefit is that these investors need to 

leave their money in Australia for a minimum of four years, which means you aren’t going to be seeing 

these units redeemed any time soon. 
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MP: What are the eligibility criteria for the new visa? 

SG: When the new visa comes into effect, it is expected that the following key criteria will apply: 
§ An expression of interest must be submitted through SkillSelect. 

§ Applicants must be nominated by a State or Territory government. 

§ Applicants must make an investment of at least AUD$5 million into a complying investment. 

 
MP: What are considered complying investments? 

SG: 
§ state or territory government bonds 

§ Australian Securities and Investment Commission regulated managed funds that invest in 
Australian assets 

§ direct investment into actively operating private Australian companies not listed on the Australian 

stock exchange that meet the ‘qualifying business’ test. 

Applicants do not need to satisfy the ‘innovation points’ test and there are no upper age limit restrictions. 
 
MP: Can investment be made with superannuation capital? 

SG: Investments cannot be held within a superannuation regime. Investments must be in the name of 

the applicant, or the applicant and their spouse or de facto partner. In certain circumstances, investments 
can also be held in a company or trust. 

Investors must spend a minimum of 160 days in Australia over four years while holding a 

provisional visa of this type. There is an option to extend the provisional visa by two years, with a 

maximum of two extensions permitted. 
 

Contact Sophie by email at sophie@sophiegrace.com.au or (02) 8249 4464. 

 

http://www.sophiegrace.com.au 
 


